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kingdom " The Examiner " was welcomed and its appeals
responded to. Its success was notable, even magnificent;
but it was not a lasting success. It did the work that the
ministry had intended it to do, and did it unmistakably;
but the principles of this National party were for men of a
sterner mould than either Harley or St. John. Swift had
laid a burden on their shoulders heavier than they could
carry, and they fell when they were bereft of his support.
But the work Swift did bears witness to-day to a very unusual
combination of qualities in the genius of this man, whose
personality stands out even above his work. It was ever
his fate to serve and never his happiness to command; but
then he had himself accepted servitude when he donned
the robe of the priest.

It is deserving of repeated record to note that Dr. John-
son in admitting that Swift, in " The Examiner," had the
advantage in argument, adds that " with regard to wit, I
am afraid none of Swift's papers will be found equal to
those by which Addison opposed him." To which Monck
Mason pertinently remarks: "The Doctor should have
told us what these papers were which Addison wrote in
opposition to Swift's 'Examiner;5 for the last 'Whig Ex-
aminer,3 written by Addison, was published October isth,
1710, and Swift's first 'Examiner7 on the 2nd November
following."l

In this volume have been collected those writings of
Swift which form his contributions to the periodicals of his
time. Care has been taken to give the best text and to
admit nothing that Swift did not write. In the preparation
of the volume the editor has received such assistance from
!$r. W. Spencer Jackson that it might with stricter justice
be said that he had edited it. He collated the texts,

1 " Hist. St. Patrick's Cathedral/' p. 257, note g.